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“The Queen of the Great Lakes”

2013 Summer Tour Guide Program
by Jim Plant

Being a tour guide on the S.S. Milwaukee Clipper is a very rewarding experience.  After a 
very successful tour season I realized what a large group of fans the Clipper has. The knowledgeable 
questions asked by tour guests surprised me as to how much some of the Clipper fans know about our old 
gal. They visit the ship to learn more.  I always enjoy telling them all I know about her history.  My “thumb 
nail” sketches of Clipper history leave the most ardent fans wanting more details.

The view of Muskegon Lake from the top deck of the ship is nothing short of spectacular. 
The Art Deco design of the Warren McArthur furniture continues to get rave reviews.  The beautiful restored 
condition of the interior of the vessel amazes those that repeatedly take the tour. George Sharp did such a 
good job on her streamline exterior that everyone agrees that she is a “Good Looker”.   The Marine Lounge 
is one of the highlights of the tour . The large dance floor and the 50’s music that is playing throughout the 
ship gets many toes tapping and adds to the festive atmosphere. And the last, but not the least, is the soda 
bowl ice cream treat handed out by our real soda jerk, Tom Bell. The spacious outdoor areas leave many to 
imagine what parties and meetings would be like and are anxious to have the ship open for such enjoyment. 

Thanks go to all of the volunteers that devoted their Saturdays and Sundays this summer to 
make the tours possible. As always we would like to welcome more tour guide volunteers to our Clipper 
family. Training is easy. If you are interested, please, contact me. We averaged about twenty-five guests per 

day with the last Sunday a blockbuster of fifty-two.  A majority of the tours guests are from out of town.

This issue is dedicated to the volunteers and most articles are written by those who have been 
working all summer on various projects.



Here, Captain Bob Preiffer is presenting a plaque to Dave and Sandy Ferski for the completion of 
restoration to the Captain‘s Sleeping Quarters.

Received from another a faithful supporter:

Our family took a trip on the Clipper back in the early 1960’s, when I was 6 or 7 years old.  I remember I 
was very scared once out of sight of land, crying and inconsolable long into the crossing – until my parents 
convinced me the ship sailed only so far and turned around and we had reached the turning around point.  
Ha! Pat Baker Bice

Received from Jim Norris of West Allis, Wisconsin:  
Enclosed is a picture I found while sorting through an old family album.  I believe my Aunt 

Jane is in it, although quite younger than I remember her.  The picture was taken three years before I was 
born.  I believe she is in the middle row, 3rd from the left, short curly hair.  Unfortunately there is no one 
around who can help me with the identification.  At that time her name would have been either Jane Morris 
or Jane Stephen.  I don’t know when she married Uncle Joe.  My memories of her were later, when she and 
Uncle Joe worked on the SS City of Milwaukee and I used to cross Lake Michigan with them, when I would 
spend summers at their farm in Hart, Michigan.  I have some vague memories of taking at least one trip on 
the Clipper, but I was just a wee lad and about all I can remember was the ramp up the side of the ship for 
loading cars.

The Captain said “ If you volunteered your time this summer, you deserve a 
nice dinner”.  The Volunteer Appreciation Dinner will be in October, at Tatra 
Hall.  You will be getting an invitation soon.



Thanks to this great group of volunteers from the First Catholic Slovak Union Branch #595 of Muskegon 
Heights, Michigan, who took time out of their busy day to work in the theatre on the Clipper.  On a very 
muggy, hot, no-air-day, they scrubbed theatre seats, sanded the wooden arms on the seats, and painted the 
ceiling.  Afterward the club treated everyone to a nice lunch of sandwiches and chips. 
**Your club could do the same --- have fun and great camaraderie!!!  All for a good cause.**

This is a snapshot of the ceiling in the 
Theatre.  How would you like to scrape and 
paint around all those pipes?  Fun !!

There were several members from First Catholic Slovak Union Hall, who volunteered on the 
Milwaukee Clipper.  Tatra Hall has been an establishment in Muskegon Heights for over 75 years.  This club is 
rich in heritage and tradition, so we were happy to help another cause.  Dave and Sandy Ferski asked if we 
could aid them in cleaning the theater room. We were impressed with the work that has been accomplished so 
far, and worked in the heat to tackle the room. Between, cleaning, sanding, and painting, we were off to a good 
start.  

The view was spectacular, and the water was calm, so we were able to see along the beautiful 
lakeshore of Muskegon Lake.  Our small, but ample, group worked close to 3 hours, then we went back to the 
hall for lunch. We will be back to help! Thank you Milwaukee Clipper and to all those that helped. Your 
friends at Tatra hall! 

From Laura Karafa, Recording Secretary ..have a good day! 



Notes from The Ferski’s:
It was a cold, slow start this year, but after a couple of months, we put the finishing 

touches to the Captain’s Sleeping Quarters.  Actually being cold was a good thing, because working in 
the bathroom where there aren’t any windows, we had to use some portable lighting, which also throws 
off a lot of extremely hot heat.  But once the weather started warming up, it became way, too hot in that 
little cubby hole.  Luckily, we only had some ceiling painting left and some grouting in the shower area 
and one final coat of floor finish.  The room really sparkles now.  Found a cheerful nautical bedspread 
and hung some porthole valances – she’s done!!

Well, we’d had quite enough of working in very cramped spaces, so we ventured on into 
the Movie Theatre – Wooo.  Now there’s some work to be done!  It has over 100 seats, 4-seat sections 
which are all securely bolted to the floor.  Just sweeping under and around them is a challenge, not to 
mention trying to strip the wax off the floor and around all those legs.   We concentrated on one section 
of the ceiling, which involved scraping the loose, flaking paint off, smoothing it down so it could be 
painted.  Then applied a coat of light green paint, it really looks good.  While Dave was doing that on 
one side, I was on the other stripping the floor, then stripping the arm rests of old varnish.  First I was 
sanding, then we got some spray stripper and it went much quicker.  (This is where I called upon our 
friends at the First Catholic Slovak Union (aka. Tatra Hall) to come out and help us.  We were so lucky 
we had 10 people who joined us, then we went back to the hall for a complimentary lunch.  It was a fun 
day and very productive.  Thank you again Tatra Hall.  

If we could only find a school that would like to make a project out of refinishing a 
section at a time (take the seat section right to their work shop), get it all finished, return it and have a 
plaque on each section “Restored by…students names”.  How cool would that be to go in years later and 
say “Hey “I did this section right here”!!!  The seats have metal frames, leather seats and wooden arm 
rests.  A Shop Class could cover a lot of trades in just one project and give back to the community at the 
same time.

Anyway, I’m still trying to get time to approach some teacher about that. I guess that’s 
my project for the winter season.   We had a great summer and hope you enjoy the Fall and Winter 
months ahead.

Dave and Sandy Ferski 
Here’s wooden arm rests

This is all metal

This is metal painted silver

TOUR TIDBIT!!     by JoAn Petila
There was a couple who came on board with two children. The mom was helping the little girl sound out 
“welcome aboard”, so I asked if they were from another country. They are from the states, but the father 
works--and lives in Germany. The two little ones could speak fluent German. The next guest in line asked 
me about them, because he could speak German. I encouraged him to speak to them, which he did. They all 
took the same tour! By the time they returned you would have thought it was grandparents, parents, and 
grandchildren---all smiles, laughing and having a great time together It was a very warm experience.

No one wanted to be the spokesperson, so I will tell you what the guys have been working on this summer.  
Tom Bell, Patrick Haug, Jim Plant and Rick Lacy have been busy chipping and painting the port side of the 
ship.  The ceiling area where the life jackets were hung and the side walls.  Stripped down to the bare metal, 
primed and repainted.  Plus the signs along the way (red signs with white lettering).  The Captain and Rick 
were working on a “floating platform” early in the season.  I believe it’s so they can paint the outside of the 
ship only accessible by water.  Rick Wilson is still welding everywhere needed and Fred Snell is tracking 
down the electrical system – AC vs DC current.  Miles and miles of wires!!  They did stop long enough for 
birthday cake—it was the Captains’.  Mary Lonergan and Tom Bell treated.  Good days & lots of fun!



Get well wishes go out to Ruth Reid, who is a member of the cleaning crew.  She had a very severe 
stroke, but is recovering miraculously!  Hope to see you back on board next Spring.  Always, well 
wishes to Lorraine Prieffer, we miss your encouraging comments about the work being done.  Hope 
this lifts “your” spirits, today.

The report of volunteer hours by Ray Boomer:
The format had to be changed to accommodate everyone who worked in 2012.  We had a lot of new people 
step forward to help, many were Tour Guides or worked in the Store Museum, plus those who come out 
regularly during the week to work on various restoration projects.    

2.5 - 5.5 6.0 - 9.5 10.0 - 19.0 20.0 - 39.0 40.0 - 99.0 100.0 - 619.25

April Thompson Bill Petersen Andrea Lonergan Connie Nesbary Barbara Boomer Steve Bowyer

Noel Harrington Joe Sacadin Chuck Lonergan Doug Pollack Ruth Reid JoAn Pietila

Amy Harrington Russ VandeVerde Leigh Merrill John Schmitt Todd Crawford Rick Lacy

Brian Peterman Art Iversen Andrew Haan John Thompson Coke Billinghurst Fred Snell

Anita Balogb Kathy Troncy Krista Lonergan Mary Lonergan Pam Babbitt Ray Hilt

Don Eggerding Jimmy Kidd Pat Bolan Jerome Novotny Gene Fethke Terri Jo Parker

John Pietila Linda Kidd Allison Cooper Jenifer Walsh Mary Sarle Stan Huey

John Johnson Dakoda Greenman Kerry Walsh Dave Ferski Charles Carriere Mary Louise Plant

David Klinger Fred McNeil Roger McKee Marge Preiffer Bob Jennings Ray Boomer

Roy Valentine Nancy McNeil Keith Shrum Mike Krevinski Sandy Ferski T.J. Parker

Allison Walsh Gail Merrill … … Rick Wilson Tom Bell

Oretta Aaron Bill Lacy … … … Capt. Preiffer

… … … … … Jim Plant

These treasured volunteers put in a total of 4,554.25 hours, just in the year 2012.  Now combine 
that with the previous years, we have a grand total of 51,000.25 hours of dedication, sweat and 
fun!!  The Clipper is beautiful and wants to be moved to her permanent home and have some 
serious celebrations like weddings, reunions, conferences and dancing until the wee hours.         

LET’S PARTY!!
(Another Secret Gem in Greater Muskegon)

Another successful tourist season has come to a close.  Much of our time was spent on cleaning and keeping 
everything looking spiffy for our weekend guests.  

Working on the weekends gives us a chance to meet people with interesting stories to tell.    Tuesdays and 
Thursdays are the heavy cleaning days.  

There is always work to be done, we could use more volunteers.  Some of our people have been with the 
Clipper since she first returned to Muskegon and they are “aging out”.  So, please won’t you give it some 
thought and join us in the Spring.   We could use more than just cleaning people, we could use some welders, 
people who enjoy painting and extra hands everywhere to keep the S.S. Milwaukee Clipper in “Ship Shape”!   

The Cleaning Crew

Marge Pfeiffer, Kaye Boesch, Ruth Reid,  JoAn Pietila, Barb Boomer

p.s.  We are good cooks and have fun times together.



** WANT AD **
ITEMS NEEDED

*Emergency
Electric Generator

*Welder
*Electric Sanders
*VOLUNTEERS

*Portable Band Saw
*Electric Hand Grinders 
*5.8 hp or more portable

Air Compressor
w/hoses & hammers

*Funding for Marine Paints

*(* VOLUNTEERS!
All shapes,  ages & genders !

If you have any of the items listed below, 
that you would be willing to donate, it 
would be greatly appreciated.

Remember all items donated are tax 
deductible,, we are a 501©3 
organization.

Thank you - Blarney Castle Oil Co. 
for the drums to provide proper 
handling of the restoration waste 
products. 

231-683-1590

Thank you to our sponsors!

SPECIAL THANKS to some of our local businesses, who help behind the scenes: 
MICRGRAPHICS, who prints the Newsletter and does the mailings; LAKESIDE 
EMPORIUM,, and S & G SHOOTERS who support our efforts by displaying a 
canister for donations, and has a supply of  newsletters for distribution; 

You can always get a copy of the newsletter at The Convention and Visitors  
Bureau.  Not to leave out all the other local businesses who support the 
Spring Auction.  We always have multiples of businesses who donate items 
for the fundraiser.  Thanks to our generous supporters - without them, we 
really would be “Dead-in-the-Water”! 

Thanks to all.

Could your business use some new customers?

Business card size $120 annually - Quarter Page $240 - Half Page - $460 
- Full page Ad $900. 

Call 231-755-8066 to reserve your space today.  Thank you in advance 
for your support on the progress of the preservation efforts.

YOUR A
D H

ERE !!



FRIENDS OF THE S.S. MILWAUKEE CLIPPER

Support the restoration and preservation of the S. S. Milwaukee Clipper – A National Historic 
Landmark!

The S. S. Milwaukee Clipper Preservation Inc. is a 501(c)3 non profit organization.  All donations are tax 
deductible!  Donations will be anonymous unless otherwise requested.

Please accept the enclosed donation of $ ________ in support of the efforts of S. S. Milwaukee Clipper 
Preservation, Inc. in memory/honor of ____________________________.

Earmark these funds for the following project(s):  _____________________________  (Call for suggestions)

Please place my name and address as listed below on the mailing list for Shipshape, the quarterly 
newsletter.

I would be willing to volunteer my time to the following Clipper activities:

Fundraising Publicity
Working on the newsletter Maintenance
Museum/Gift Shop assistance Restoration work
Security at the Clipper dock site Other ___________________
Archiving

I would like to volunteer !  Please contact me at the address below with more information.

Name _______________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________

City, State, Zip________________________________________

Contact Phone Number ____________________ Email Address _______________________________

Please mail this form to:
S. S. Milwaukee Clipper Preservation Inc.

PO Box 1370
Muskegon, MI  49443-1370

OR
Send the above information via email to:   milwaukeeclipper@gmail.com

The S. S. Milwaukee Clipper Preservation Inc, a non-profit 501(c)3 corporation, was organized in April, 1997 
for the sole purpose of restoring and preserving the steamship S. S. Milwaukee Clipper and to create an on- 
board Great Lakes Maritime Museum to educate and inform the public about our Great Lakes maritime 
heritage.  

Your continuing donations and volunteerism will ensure our success!

Thank you for your support!
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